Inflammatory pseudotumor of the liver: report of a case diagnosed by needle biopsy.
We report a case of a 76-year-old man with inflammatory pseudotumor, xanthogranuloma type of the liver. The patient showed clinical manifestations of a liver abscess. Abdominal sonography and computed tomography revealed an additional tumor-like lesion adjoining the liver abscess. Following treatment with antibiotics for 20 days, the liver abscess disappeared, but there was no change in the size and shape of the tumor-like lesion. Histological analysis of a specimen obtained from the tumor-like lesion by needle biopsy revealed an infiltration of abundant foamy histiocytes with massive fibrosis. Without any treatment, the tumor-like lesion gradually diminished in 5 months. In previous literatures, most cases with xanthogranuloma of the liver underwent hepatectomy or diagnostic laparotomy. The findings presented herein suggest that in cases of an atypical solid mass in the liver accompanied by a clinical inflammatory process, inflammatory pseudotumor should be considered, and, if the disease is suspected, liver needle biopsy is recommended to prevent an unnecessary surgical operation.